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Commodore’s Comments 
 

It is amazing to me that it is already August and the 
warm weather season is half gone.  The sea nettles are 
here.  The sea breeze has become less reliable.  The Jr. 
Summer Program has but one week remaining.  Yet the 
racing continues at SSA.  The past few TESOD races 
were among the best attended this year.  The SSA 
Summer Series will be completed in the next few weeks 
and the Fall Series will begin.     
 
The board is about to tackle next year’s annual budget, 
and the Facilities Committee has renewed efforts to nail 
down cost estimates for the various options under 
consideration for the club house renovation.  The final 
budget will be approved in September.  We are on track 
for another financially boring (meaning on budget) 2008 
fiscal year.  A new consultant has been asked to finalize 
the rough, but incomplete, cost estimates previously 
developed for the clubhouse project.  We are hopeful 
that the board will present the membership with a range 
of plans for discussion soon. 
 
SSA was featured in the July issue of Chesapeake 
Magazine, with emphasis on the Jr. Program, and a bit of 
history about our origins.  We don’t often think about 
publicity, but it was very rewarding to read a positive 
article about the club.  If any members are traveling to 
invitational events, please stop by the office and pick up 
a burgee to present to the host club.  You might try to 
arrange a swap for one of their burgees to add to our 
collection in the main room of the clubhouse. 
 
Please remember that parking cars in the dry storage area 
is not permitted.  If you need to unload tools, boat parts 
or other gear directly from your car, please remove your 
car to the parking lot immediately after unloading.  Also, 
boats and trailers do not belong in the car parking lot. 
 
Joe 

Significant News 
 

·  Brent Ostbye will being getting hitched (and not to a 
Opti  trailer!) to Kate Hannon August 16.  

·  The Junior Club will Closed after  the Summer Program 
ends Aug 16- Aug 24th.  

·  The Junior Sailors have been traveling around the Bay 
and beyond showing off their SSA stuff.  See page 4 for 
more details and results. 

·  TESOD has been averaging 40+ boats weekly. Come on 
down to the club and join in – there are always sailors 
looking for crew or room on the RC boats. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

·  Junior Summer Graduation – August  7,  6pm. 
As the season comes to a close, all SSA members are 
cordially invited to attend the Jr. Program end-of-year 
graduation on Thursday, August 7, at 6 pm. Dessert will 
be served and drinks will be available at Dark N' 
Stormy's.  
·  High School Sailing Starts – Sept 2nd  
 

Important Reminders 
 

·  Reduce, Re-Use, Recycle – We have ordered another 
recycling container to increase our capacity. Please do 
your part to chip in and put your plastic and glass 
bottles and cans in the appropriate cans around the 
club. 

·  Boat  Rigging etiquette  Please do not rig your boats in the 
parking lot or on the launch ramps and leave boat 
unattended.  

 

 

A TESOD Night with Lasers running downwind
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SSA BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
MEETING MINUTES FOR JUNE 9, 2008 

 

Present: Joe Van Gieson, Roberto Lopez-Aparicio, 
Bruce Irvin, Greg Leonard, Hal Whitacre, Jen Cook, 
Nan Walker 
Absent: Luke Shingledecker, John Gebhardt, Sean 
Smith, Mike Higgins 
The May minutes were approved.  
 

COMMODORE’S REPORT 
·  No report 
 

OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT 
CLUBHOUSE USAGE REQUESTS  
·  June 27 – Hallberg-Rassy Rendezvous Dinner (Ian 

Jones) has been postponed. A new date is pending. 
OFFICE 
·  Roberto completed some needed office computer 

maintenance. He purchased additional memory, 
wiped the computer, and reinstalled or upgraded all 
programs. The back-up by is now stored on a new D 
drive. Note: Roberto wouldn’t accept payment for 
his contributions, but he did confess that he likes 
beer (Guinness, specifically). 

CLUBHOUSE PROJECTS 
·  Burgee Flag project – New mounts are to be 

delivered this week. Nan hasn’t gotten the AYC 
burgee yet. 

·  Men’s room vanity project was completed by Ed 
Lutz and Bob Skord. 

·  The rain barrel has been back ordered.  
·  The office needs a new air conditioner. Nan will 

look into the purchase.  
 

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 
·  AYC provided their annual storage rates for J22s 

($1350) and J24s ($1450). 
·  The JR deck project group has been unable to 

coordinate a weekend for construction. We may 
want to reconsider construction until after the 
Summer JR Program. 

·  Weather and busy weekends have delayed a couple 
of painting projects. Mike will complete them as 
soon as possible. 

·  Gravel was displaced by high water and surf a few 
weeks ago. Mike has returned most of the gravel, but 
has not been able to get under or move several 
Solings to clear the remaining gravel.  

·  Mike has noticed more trash and personal debris 
(tape, cleaning supplies, and food containers) in the 
storage lot. We may want to include a notice in the 
eSSAy requesting members to assist in keeping their 
storage areas in order. Mike regularly picks up 
debris and coils hoses, and hopes more members 
will help. 

·  Mike will be out of town from Monday afternoon 
until Friday afternoon, but is reachable by cell 
phone. 

 

FACILITIES REPORT 
·  No report  
 

FINANCE REPORT 
·  The club is on track to be on budget this year. Year 

to date revenues and expenses are each $8,000 
higher than last year at this time. One notable 
expense is utilities, which are up $4,000 over last 
year.  Both revenues and expenses, including 
utilities, are within the 2008 budget plan.  

·  Greg has initiated the purchase of a new CD to 
transfer assets from an account that has matured. 

 

SAILING COMMITTEE REPORT 
·  The Snipe 2009 US Women’s Nationals has three 

proposed date options: June 1-2, June 4-6, or June 5-
7. Roberto will work with the fleet to finalize a date 
for this event. 

·  The Board considered but does not support US 
Sailing’s proposed changes to rule 46 for the 2009-
2012 Racing Rules of Sailing. The Board is 
generally in favor of increasing membership in US 
Sailing, but feels that requiring such membership for 
racing is not the right approach. Roberto will draft a 
letter to US Sailing that expresses the Board’s 
concerns. 

 

STANDING RACE COMMITTEE REPORT 
·  No report. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
·  Approved for Associate: Meredith Dodd and Marta 

Swanson Wallace 
·  Approved for Supporting: Mark Boaz 
·  Approved for Junior Associate: Guy Tawney  
·  The Board approved new Policies and Procedures 

language regarding letters of recommendation for 
new applicants. Now Voting, Emeritus, and 
Honorary Life members may sponsors new 
members.  

 
JR. COMMITTEE REPORT 
·  The Junior Board last met on June 5.  
·  Overall enrollment numbers are similar to last year. 

To date we have fewer 420 Beginner and Laser 
Travel/Chesapeake team participants than expected. 
The majority of Opti beginner/intermediate classes 
are full with some waitlisted sessions. Opti race 
team participants are slightly larger than last year.  

·  Income is on track to be similar to last year.  
·  Travel Team parents and sailors will meet on June 

23 to coordinate volunteers/chaperones and housing 
arrangements. 
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·  We are in the process of patching up the 13’ 
whalers, applying paint to the interiors and installing 
new rub rails.    

·  We assembling traveling kits for the trailers, 
including road flares, tire irons, spare light bulbs, 
spare hitch parts, plastic/rubber storage boxes, etc. 
Donations are welcome. All trailers will be state 
inspected at the beginning of the season. 

·  A calendar function is being added to the Jr. 
Website. 

·  The Jr Board discussed a National Sailing Hall of 
Fame proposal to use the club’s 420s for a weekly 
team racing event in the harbor adjacent to NSHOF. 
The Jr Board agrees with the proposal in principal, 
and has forwarded a few suggestions to the 
NSHOF’s point of contact to enhance the program’s 
viability and limit liability issues: SSA and EYC 
members may use out 420s, but EYC members must 
pay a damage deposit. AYC members will use their 
club’s 420s, and each club will rotate RC duty. The 
program’s anticipated start date is mid-July. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
·  Roberto will talk with the J-24 fleet about into 

AYC’s potential role in the 2008 J/24 East Coast 
Championships. 

·  Roberto will send the Policies and Procedures and 
By-Laws URL to John Potter to link to members’ 
page. 

·  Sean will incorporate the SRC’s long term 
projections for RC boat estimates into the facilities 
cost projections. 

·  The BOG will discuss how to solicit members’ input 
about Facilities Committee proposals once proposals 
are ready. 

·  Nan will get an AYC burgee to add to the clubhouse 
collection.  

·  Nan will look into past Board meeting minutes to 
research prior decisions about storage rates.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
·  No new business  
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm 
Next meeting will be Monday, July 14 @ 6:30 PM. 
 

 
 
 

FLEET NEWS  

 

Lightning Fleet 
 

Over the July 4th weekend the Lightning class held their 
70th Anniversary Regatta at the birthplace on the class, 
Skaneateles, NY.  Over 135 teams and their families 
participated in the celebration.  The wind was almost 
non-existent for racing, but the parties more than made 
up for the lack of racing. SSA members in attendance 
included Jonathan Lange, Allister Thomson, Geoff 
Becker, Rick Paullin, and Mark Boaz.  Closer to home, 
we held our Summer Series at the club on July 19-20th.  
Although the turnout was light, those that raced were 
treated to some of the best summer conditions that one 
can expect here.  Both days had 15-knot sea breeze 
under beautiful sunny skies.  It doesn't get much better 
than that.  Next up: ACC's in Rockhall Md. July 26-27th, 
then the North American's in Newport RI. August 8 - 
13th. 
�

Snipe Fleet  
 

After a busy month in June and a busy month coming up 
in August, the biggest going’s on for the Snipe fleet over 
the last month has been TESOD’s.  The fleet has had a 
strong showing though, with 5-10 boats out each 
Tuesday.  Many new faces have joined the fleet as well 
with 1 to 2 boats trailering in to launch for the Tuesday 
nights.  In July, Fleet 532 welcomed new fleet and SSA 
members Ned & Kitty Daly and Steve Johnson. 
 

In late June, the District 1 Championships were held as 
part of the Whittemore-St. John Regatta on Lake 
Quassapaug in Connecticut.  Congratulations to SSA 
members Henry and son Christian Filter who brought 
back the title from the event. 
 

Coming up in late July and August are the SSA Summer 
series, US National Championships, and the Oxford One 
Design regatta.  Good luck to Annapolis and/or SSA 
sailors Eric Reinke, Kim Couranz, Henry Filter, Wilson 
Stout, Brian Hetherington, Joel Bays, Gavin O’Hare, and 
Carol Cronin who will be competing in the Nationals 
being held August 4-8th at Richmond YC on San 
Francisco Bay. 
 

Thistle Fleet 
 

We have had some great breeze during our races this 
year. We have actually completed all of our races, the 
breeze god's must be shinning on the Thistle. Turning 
toward the end of the summer and beginning of fall we 
have a lot of cool events going on. Look for another fleet 
party sometime after Nationals which is August 4-8th in 
Pensacola, Fl. And we will host our Annual Crab 
Regatta  August 30/31st, followed by some fleet racing 
and The Oyster Roast our annual 40-50 boat regatta. We 
look forward to seeing you all out there! 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES  
NEW MEMBERS 
Jeff Craig  

 
(Reinstated Associate)  

Rob Coatney  (Associate) Fleet: Laser 

Ned Daly  (Associate) Fleet: Snipe, Lightning 
William Hughes  Supporting)  
Steve Johnson  (Associate) Fleet: Snipe 
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Laser Fleet 
 

The SSA Laser fleet has been having a very busy 
summer.  Our members have been out sailing in force at 
both local and national events.  TESOD turnout has been 
great with 20+ boats every Tuesday.  The SSA Laser 
Spring Series concluded on June 8 with Brendan 
McAndrews placing first, followed by John Gebhardt in 
second and Jen Cook in third.  The three day SSA Laser 
Summer Series is in progress.  Tip Clifton is our current 
leader after the first two days.  The series concludes on 
Saturday August 2.  Hope to see you there! 
 

The US Masters Nationals were held June 20-22 at New 
Bedford Yacht Club.  SSA members James Jacob and 
John Gebhardt competed placing 16th and 42nd, 
respectively out of 58 boats. 
 

Four SSA Laser fleet members competed at the North 
Carolina Masters at the Oriental Dinghy Club June 28-
29.  Racing was cut short on Saturday due to a severe 
thunderstorm with heavy rain, high winds and lots of 
lightning.  Out of a fleet of nineteen Lasers Eric Reinke 
placed 3rd, Bob Tan 4th, Ted Morgan 5th and Kim 
Couranz 10th. 
 

The Laser Atlantic Coast Championship was held at 
Brant Beach Yacht Club July 12-13.  Brandan Heussler 
placed 16th, Bob Tan 19th and Brendan McAndrews 48th 
in the 63 boat Laser Fleet.  Chip Swatta placed 23rd, 
Morgan Wilson placed 43rd and Shawn Murray placed 
63rd in the 95 boat Radial fleet.  Congratulations to all. 
 

Vanguard 15  
 

The last of the Spring Series for the Vanguards was held 
on Saturday June 28th.  We had a beautiful day with nice 
breeze.  The results for the Spring Series are in first 
place: Matt and Lori Schubert, Second place: Ian and 
Leah Burman, and in Third Place: Nicholad Mulia.  The 
first day of the Summer Series was held on Sunday July 
13th.  Coming in first place was Scott Gelo and his wife, 
Jennifer Bickford.  Second place went to Asa Church, 
and Third Place was Ann Maclean.  The Second Day of 
The Summer Series will be held on Sunday August 
23rd.  Look forward to seeing everyone on the water!  
 

 
 

Opti Rookies Ready to Sail - 
The next generation of SSA Sailors… 

JUNIOR NEWS 
 

The summer sessions are winding down at the Jr. 
Program and parents and students alike are raving 
about the fun, quality sailing instruction they've 
received! Hard work has paid off with solid results 
from our Jr. Racers- participation in local 
Chesapeake regattas has been great along with 
teams traveling to several nationalnaitonal level 
regattas.  
 
During the Sandy MacVickar we hosted nearly 150 
sailors in four different fleets. Special thanks to Dina K. 
and Dixie Bartlett for PROing the event. SSA sent 12 
sailors to Hampton, VA for the Bay Open 
Championships. A big congratulations to Bobby 
Lippincott and Lucy Cofran for winning the 420 fleet.  
 
Six sailors attended the Opti Nationals held in 
Patchogue, NY. This was the first Nationals for five of 
those sailors. Congratulations to Haines Whitacre and 
Andrew Harrington for qualifying for Opti Team Trials 
next year. 
 
Currently six 420 sailors are competing on our summer 
regatta circuit where they have competed at the Junior 
Olympics in Island Heights, NJ and will sail at the 
Buzzard’s Bay regatta and the 420 North Americans. 
Wish them luck in their travels and in their racing. 
 
At home our Bay racing teams have been sailing very 
well. The Chesapeake Opti team is going strong with 
eight sailor competing at event in the Mid-Chesapeake 
bay. 
 
As the season comes to a close, all SSA members are 
cordially invited to attend the Jr. Program end-of-
year graduation on Thursday, August 7, at 6 pm. 
Dessert will be served and drinks will be available at 
Dark N' Stormy's.  
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